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Introduction: Jesus says: "Follow me." But how? Not by following a set of rules, but by being
caught up in good news. The story of Jesus, as the gospel of Mark tells it, is the story of good
news and a new way. A better way. To be “on the way” with Jesus is let the good news have it's
way in every dimension of our lives. As we continue our study of Mark’s account, we focus on
Mark’s attention to Jesus's interactions with women and his portrayal of women who model
four elements of life on the way with Jesus: restored life, kingdom speech, sacrificial action,
and cruciformity. Their example equips and invites us on the discipleship pathway at UPC. After
all, it's a great king who invites us: "Follow me."

Review: What impacted you about the woman in last week’s sermon?

Read: Mark 7:24-30

Prayer: Father, thank you for the surprising interaction between Jesus and the Greek woman.
Amen

Discussion:

1. Why did Jesus want to keep his presence secret in Tyre?

2. What prompted the woman to come to Jesus and what did she do (v 25, 26)?
3. Why did Jesus initially refuse to do what the woman asked?

4. Reflect on the truly remarkable nature of her reply (a kingdom speech).

5. How would you describe Jesus’ response? Compassionate? Matter-of-fact? Something
else?

Application: This week, can you apply this text to your own life?

Prayer: Father, thank you that words (speech) make a difference in our relationship with Jesus.
Amen.



